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In the spring of 1897 there suddenly developed a wide-spread 
interest in the sugar beet. Are the soi l and climate of Illinois 
suitable to the beet? What are the cost and the profits in sugar 
production, the dangers and difficulties incident to the industry, and 
the best method of procedure? These were the questions suddenly 
raised and that must be answered before it could be known whether 
the sugar beet shou ld come into the agricu lture of Illinois. 
The University of Iilino is through its Experiment Station un-
dertook to secure information on all the e points. It obtained from 
the Department of Agricult11re at Washington a quantity of the best 
imported seed, and distributed it in small amounts to over 6oo farmers 
in different ections of the state together with the arne directions for 
growing as are observed in the sugar producing sections of the 
nited States. This seed was sent to the farmers, upon a pplication , 
and in every case the grower wa not only .to report his results, but 
was to send sarnples of beets to the Station for a nalysis . The 
Experiment Station also grew a quanti ty of beets upon its ow n 
fields . The results of the various tests went to show that at least in 
certain ections Illinois could a lmost certainly produce large y ield s of 
beets of most excellent q uality. It looked ·as if a favo able answer 
would be had to the first questio11, i. e., that the oil a nd clim~te of 
the state are su itable to the growth of good beets. 
Upon this conclusion Profe sor Holden of the Un iversity of 
Illinois was sent to Nebraska to collect a ll the information posssible 
concerning the Inethod and cost of growing l> ets in large quantities, 
the relations between the farmer and factol_'"y, and the precautions to 
be observed in conducting the business, and especially in e tablishing 
factories. 
The result of all this was the publication of 19,ooo copies of 
Bulletin No. 49 giving the results of analysis of 400 samples of beets 
and as much as could be published of Profes or Holden's in estiga-
tions. This included the methods and cost of growing, the profits 
from skillful, and the lo ses from unskilled methods of beet pro-
duction . A large part of the information collected could not be pub-
lished as it was obtained in confidence, but it served to shape Station 
policy, and went far to determine lines of further action. 
It was decided that the two most erious obstacles to succe s in 
sugar production was, first, lack of knowledge on the part of the 
farmers at the very out et of how to grow the crop well enough and 
cheaply enough to insure a profit to the grower, and second, the 
proper relations instituted and maintained between grower and fac-
tory. It was seen to be a business that n1u t begin on a large scale, 
leaving little chance for learning by experience. Furthermore it was 
one that involved large capital and contracts with many rnen. There 
must be something more than the knowledge that the soil and clim-
ate of Illinois w'ere suitable for beets; there must be a campaign of 
ed~1cation in the methods peculiar to this industry and the informa-
tion must be widely disseminated before it was safe to build factories. 
Accordingly a convention was called at the University of Illi-
nois of all interested in the subject of sugar beet . This was a new 
method of Experiment Station \\'Ork and some anxiety was felt as 
to the outcome, but those concerned could not but feel the necessity 
of a face to face conference upon a subject so new e.nd so important. 
The convention was called in February, 1898, and was well attended 
by a class of men who really de ired information. The niver ity 
employed Theo. Hapke, of Nebraska, an expert in beet growinrr, 
and a graduate of the Sugar School at Berlin, to att.end the conven-
tion as the friend and adviser of the farmer. He spoke at length 
upon the subject. The Station gave t~e re ult of the experiments 
and the Convention discussed fully the many and intricate problems 
involved. It wa easily apparent that th re was little further use 
for single experiment , or of individual effort, but that nothing short 
of united effort and community education would make safe the or-
ganizing of companies and the building of factories. 
Accordingly a number of temporary organizations were formed 
in different parts of the state where most interest was felt. These 
organizations ubscrihed from $300 .to $6oo each for the purpo c of 
growing at each locality a field of beets under the same expert over-
sight, and in every respect unde r the same conditions as if ra ised for 
a factory, up to the point of harve .ting . 
Such organizations were formed at Quincy, S pring fi eld, De-
catur, Peoria, Gale burg, Kankakee, Rock Island, Mattoon, and 
Ottawa, though an expert was not secured at the last four points . 
Mr. Hapke was emplo-yed as field expert and had personal charge 
of growing the beets at the first five points named and also acted as 
adYiser for many individual growers at several places. 
Of . cour c the e crops were raised for the experience and w ill 
he fed to stock. It ha cost some money, but it is believed that it 
ha been well invested, and w ill prevent the loss of much la rger 
amounts later on . Much valuable experience has be~n gained . 
Whole commun ities of men have learned w h at it me<:'-ns to g row a n 
acre of beets, and if afte r this experience, and wi th the "knowledge 
gained they sti ll decide to bui ld a factory it is believed that its suc-
cessful operation i far more certain than if ~ built without this 
previous contact w ith a crop and a busine s that are en tirely new to 
Illinoi farmers. 
At Peoria and Pekin a strong company h as been o rganized and 
a 700·ton factory h as been commenced . This has not h een hasti ly 
done, but on the contrary every feature of th e business and of the 
contracts has been made matter of the most careful tudy. It would 
seem that every precaution has been taken to protect the vas t amount 
of capital that w ill be invested and also to ed ucate the g rowers in the 
e sentials of the bus iness on the s ide of both g rower a nd factory . 
The Experiment Station has been of service in being able to 
secure in ide information more certainl y and accurately than would 
be possible by any interested party- delegation or company . It h as 
thu been ab le to give shape and direction to the efforts of the 
people to learn about this ind ustry that is new to Illino is a nd it is 
fel t that maqy mistakes have been avoided by the principle of con-
certed action dur: ing the period of in vestigation. 
Through the efforts of the last two years this matter. has passed 
the state of preliminary investigation, and with the organization of 
the Peoria-Pekin factory it has at once become one of the g reat 
comrnercial questions of the state. 
\tVhile the niversity expects a lways to be interested in th e L. 
outcome and helpful all along the line, it is not to be looked upon 
as a promoter, b ut a having e11deavored to lend assistance in the 
early stages of the in estigation, and at a time when th e servi ces of 
a corp of trained inve t igator were of special value. 
